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When greater onek Assam in north-east India is rerfowned for its one-
horned rhin d horned rhinos and Asian elephants. Both species are being
Asian elepha ruthlessly poached, for horns and tusks respectively. Only
stray into around 3,500 rhinos remain in the wild, with just two areas
fringes of m' containing more than 100 individuals: Kaziranga (with 90
Kaziranga io per cent of thenpopulation) and Chitwan National Park in

" Park and Pobitor: Nepal. Between 2001 and 2016 at least 239 rhinos were
Wil { Nledﬁ,’Ass‘a'mhgwough Chitwan has lost only a single

hey often lea poachers in the past three years.

ehind heaps Helping conserve the rhinos and forests while
erﬁploylng and empowering the rural populace by

dung. Lat
A Fo‘c"alﬁorking' [ produci?l"g 100 per cent biodegradable, tree-free paper
ner 'S'e0 d. R HINO @ an ingenious is the dream that drives Mah nd Nisha. “We w .
an h |p CC Ation a SA INC |¥ath company called - to s%a‘k about rhinos and elephants and raise
Elry'o collq it support esh says. “ige inclusion of dunh

and oth est and ﬁras!i!lso

!:._ - E i ] . a unique texture to our paper. Its i
- y = i . & s ' 4 | " waste W|tﬁ a mission to turn poop into paper. intrln3| rvation value is part of its appeal too."
E i o d ) % 4 . i ‘ !' J Whlnoﬁ the brainchild of Mahesh Chandra Bora, any"uses various complex procedures to turn

i 1 3 aretired mining‘wglneer. After several perir'nents in - dung, fores

bIendinmno faeces with a kitchen bl der, Mahesh felt
" it was feasible to produce dung paper ona larger scal
- andso he set up the company i 14. His daughte

astes, jute, water hyacinth, rags and pieces
m ‘as Muga and Eri into paper. It is
crafted notebooks, lampshades,
Given that rhinos can produce

of traditional
then'made in

- _1 _'_.:.."' 1 i g a Bora joined him in this beat venture‘. f dung a day, and elephants around 100kg,
.,_". s P = ly no shortage of raw material.
i Ny o - g = T 4 h s a freelance writer based in Assam, India.
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